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About MedlinePlus     http://MedlinePlus.gov/ 
 
• On October 22, 1998, the National Library of Medicine (NLM) launched a consumer health 

home page called MedlinePlus®. 
• The site is designed to direct consumers to resources containing information that will assist 

them in researching their health questions. 
• The pages are designed for educational use only and are not intended to replace advice from 

a health professional. 
• These pages provide a carefully selected list of resources, not a comprehensive catalog. 
 
Click on the MedlinePlus image on the right-hand side of the NLM home page at 
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/: 

       
 
MedlinePlus Home Page    
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Current Health News 
 

 
 
• The home page of MedlinePlus is updated every weekday morning with health-related 

articles selected from the New York Times Syndicate, United Press International, Reuters 
Health Information and others.  

 
• The Library has made special arrangements with the publishers to make the articles available 

for 30 days. 
 
• Articles are not only listed on the home page, but each is linked to one or more of the "health 

topics" within MedlinePlus (for example, someone interested in diabetes will find a section 
called "Latest News" at the top of the diabetes page). 

 
• In addition to highlighting important news items on the MedlinePlus home page, a complete 

list of news items from the last 30 days is also available via the “More news” link on the 
home page. 

 
• You can search for news items by date or by health topic. 
 
• NEW! You can now sign up for daily health news sent to you by e-mail Monday – Friday. 
 
 

Exercise 1: Find a recent newspaper article under the topic Drug and Medical Device Safety. 
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Health Topics 
 
Information on over 650 conditions, diseases, and wellness topics 
 

 
 
 
How to Find What You Want 
 
• Frequently Requested Topics 
• Alphabet Letter 
• Broad Groups – allows you to browse topic categories 
• List of All Topics, alphabetically 
• Search Box – use when you can’t find a page on your topic 
 Spell Checking 
• For health topics in Spanish, click on the español link from the Health Topics page.  You can 

also use this link to toggle from an individual English language page to the same one in 
Spanish 

• Interactive Health Tutorials – access the list of all tutorials available 
• Easy to Read – access the list of all Easy to Read materials  
• Especially for Low Vision Users – access the list of materials written in large print or with 

sound.  This links to the Interactive Tutorials and to the NIHSeniorHealth topics. 
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Topic Pages 
 

 
 
• Latest Health News – past 30 days of news from trusted sources 
• Clinical Trials – information about clinical research studies  
• Also available in: – links to resources in Spanish. 
•  -- links to a site identified as “Easy to Read” by its parent institution. 
•  -- starts an Interactive Tutorial, requiring a Flash plug-in. 
• NIH Organization – links to the primary National Institutes of Health organization doing 

research on your topic. 
• Go Local—takes you to local health resources.  States will be added as they have 

comprehensive sites available. 
• Related Pages – links to other topic pages/categories related to your topic 
• MEDLINE Search – links to a preformulated search in PubMed for recent medical research 

articles 
 

 
 
 

Exercise 2: Find a diabetes dictionary. 
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Interactive Health Tutorials 
 
Series of interactive modules for patient education 
 

 
 
• Learn more about selected topics with sound and pictures. 
• Each module takes about 10 minutes to review. 
• Quizzes are included throughout to ensure the reader’s comprehension of the facts. 
• Uses animated graphics and explains a condition or procedure in easy-to read language. 
• The user can also listen to the tutorial or print the text of each from a PDF file. 
• The modules require a Flash plug-in, version 4 or above 
• Tutorials are available in English and Spanish. 
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Easy-to-Read 

 

• Materials listed as easy-to-read or low literacy are designated as such by their creators. 
MedlinePlus does not determine the literacy level of materials. 

• The Easy to Read topics page includes the Interactive Tutorials. 
 
Low Vision Users 
 

 
• Links to health tutorials or NIHSeniorHealth sites 
• Has large text and black backgrounds for high contrast. 
• Both include “read to me” features. 
 
 

Exercise 3: Find a Spanish language interactive health tutorial on acne. 
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Adam Health Illustrated Encyclopedia 
 

 
 
• Includes over 4,000 articles from the adam.com medical encyclopedia. 
• This encyclopedia brings health consumers an extensive library of medical images as well as 

thousands of articles about diseases, tests, symptoms, injuries, and surgeries.  
• Every page in the encyclopedia is available in English and Spanish. 
• Uses common language like “high blood pressure” instead of “hypertension” 
 
 

Exercise 4: Find an article that talks about the positioning of the baby when breastfeeding. 
 
 
Resource Categories in Addition to Health Topics – links to the categories 
below are found on every page of MedlinePlus: 
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Drug Information 
 

 
 
• Includes extensive information on thousands of prescription and over-the-counter drugs. 
• Search for a drug by brand or generic name. 
• Gives information about side effects, dosing, drug interactions, precautions, and storage for 

each drug.  
• Because the articles are intended for the use of patients, they are written in non-technical 

language. 
• Many of the drug articles are now available in Spanish through MedMaster. 
• The information is provided in MedlinePlus through a special arrangement with the 

American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP), and the United States 
Pharmacopeia (USP). 

• Makes available ASHP’s MedMaster™ Patient Drug Information database, and USP's Drug 
Information (USP DI®), Volume II, Advice for the Patient®.   

 

 
 
 

Exercise 5: Is it safe to eat grapefruit while taking Haldol? 
 



 MEDLINEplus 

 11 

Dictionary  
 

 
 
• Spellings, definitions and pronunciation of medical terms in layman’s terms. 
• Suggestions for misspelled words. 
 
Directories – Locations and credentials of doctors, dentists and hospitals 
 

 
 

 
Exercise 6: Find a periodontist in your area who does dental implants. 
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Other Resources –  Provides links to other health information resources, including 
organizations, consumer health libraries, international sites, databases, MEDLINE, and more 
 

 
 
• Provides links to consumer health libraries around the country. 
• Provides links to organizations that provide reliable health information. 
• Has government health sites from other nations. 
• Has links to other databases outside of MedlinePlus 

o includes a glossary of medical terms in eight European languages. 
o Includes the Merck Manual – Home Edition 
o Includes other federal government websites 

• Links to Medline, the largest database of biomedical journal citations in the world. 
 
 
Exercise 7: Find the Website of the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality. Does the site 

have consumer materials in Spanish? 
 

 
MedlinePlus en Español – A single click of the  link will take you to health 
topics, news, medical encyclopedia pages, drug information, and interactive health tutorials in 
Spanish.   Many resources in English have corresponding Spanish language versions. 
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About MedlinePlus Page 
 

 
 
 
How we select materials  
• Quality, authority and accuracy of content 
• The purpose of the Web page is educational and is not selling a product or service. Most 

content is available at no charge. 
• Availability and maintenance of the Web page 
• Special features – includes providing unique information, access to persons with disabilities 
 
Linking to MedlinePlus 
• You may link to MedlinePlus, its topic pages, or to the homepages of the Medical 

Encyclopedia, Drug Information, or Interactive Health Tutorials from your website. 
• Images and text are provided to assist you in coding your html links to MedlinePlus. 
 
MedlinePlus Email Announcement Lists – to receive weekly updates containing 
links to new consumer health information topics and sites or daily updates of health news. 
 
Guide to Health Web Surfing – an article on how to evaluate the quality of health 
information on websites. 
 
MedlinePlus Tour – online introduction to key features of MedlinePlus. Requires Flash. 
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Question: What is the difference between MedlinePlus, MEDLINE and PubMed? 
 

Answer: 
• MedlinePlus: 

o contains pages of carefully selected links to Web 
resources with authoritative health information, 
including dictionaries, directories, organizations, news 
sources and over 650 health topics. 

o provides access to medical information via the 
adam.com medical encyclopedia and drug information 
via the United States Pharmacopeia's Drug Information 
Volume II, "Advice for the Patient ®," and MedMaster™, 
a product of the American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists (ASHP). 

o Contains the latest news from major news agencies, 
searchable by date or health topic. 

• MEDLINE: 

o is a database of over 12 million article references 
published in more than 4,600 biomedical journals and 
magazines. 

o can be searched for FREE using NLM's PubMed search 
system. 

• PubMed: 

o is a Web-based search system, produced by NLM's 
National Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI), 
which allows users to access a superset of NLM's 
MEDLINE database containing MEDLINE, in-process 
citations and articles from selectively indexed journals 
that normally would not be selected for MEDLINE 
indexing. 

o provides links to some full-text journal articles via 
publishers' Web pages. 

 Publisher access to articles varies by publisher--
some provide access free, others charge for the 
article or require a subscription. 

 


